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Paying it forward 
WHEN HURRICANE LAURA made landfall 
in Louisiana in September it left more 
than 340,000 people without power 
and when the request for assistance 
went out, Berkeley Electric Cooperative 
was one of the �rst utilities to answer 
the call. The co-op sent several groups 
of linemen and support crews on a 
rotating basis to assist fellow cooperative 
Jeff Davis Electric in Lakes Charles. In 
the wake of the hurricane, Jeff Davis’ 
entire distribution system was severely 
damaged leaving all of its 20,528 

members without power. 
“The damage was devastating,” 

according to Director of Technical 
Training Kevin Mizzell, who travelled 
with the crews. “There were thousands 
of broken poles and around 8,000 miles 
of power lines down in their service 
territory. It will be weeks to months 
before things are back to normal,” he says. 

It was about this same time last year 
when Berkeley Electric Cooperative was 
dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane 
Dorian, a Category 3 storm that brushed 

the South Carolina coastline. Neighboring 
and out-of-state cooperatives helped 
Berkeley recover from the damage then 
just like Berkeley is helping Jeff Davis 
Electric now. 

“Cooperatives assisting cooperatives is 
one of our main principles,” says Mizzell. 
“It is important to be there during their 
time of need because there is no telling 
when we may need their help next.” 
South Carolina was one of ten states 
that sent aide to affected areas in Texas, 
Louisiana and Arkansas.
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