
BERKELEY
Helping this 
holiday season
THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS 
are both right around the 
corner. For most folks, this is 
one of the best times of the 

year. That’s because we associate it with 
family traditions and gathering with 
friends and loved ones. It’s a time of 
giving and spreading joy. 

Unfortunately, there are still some of 
our members who will spend this season 
struggling. There is something we can 
all do to help, however, by giving back 
to those in need. This simple action 
reminds me of the many good things we 
have right here in our community and 
why it’s so important to spread the good 
as far as we can, especially to the most 
vulnerable in our area. I’m also reminded 
of how wonderful our community is and 
what a big impact we can have when we 
work together.

When you are a member of Berkeley 
Electric Cooperative, you help us spread 
the good throughout the year. Through 
our Operation Round Up program, 
your donations help local families and 
individuals in need by helping to install 
handicap accessible ramps and making 
critical repairs to their homes. 

When you “round up” your monthly 
bill from Berkeley Electric and donate to 
this fund, you’re making a big difference 
in someone’s life for an average yearly 
donation of just $6. For the cost of one 
fast food meal, you are not only helping 
to meet an immediate, critical need, but 
just as importantly, you are telling this 
person the community cares. 

Over the years, our community-
focused programs, food donations 
and other giving projects have built 
community gardens, supported local 
schools and young people, fed hungry 

families, enabled families in need to keep 
the lights on and so much more. 

You’ve likely heard me say that 
the cooperative principle “concern 
for community” is part of Berkeley 
Electric’s DNA. It defines who we are as 
an organization. When we first brought 
electricity to our communities in 1940, 
the quality of life improved. But other 
things also need to be addressed and 
through the years, this co-op has been at 
the forefront of bringing improvements 
to the quality of life in our communities. 
It’s why we started our Operation Round 
Up program. 

To date, with your help, we’ve given 
hundreds of thousands of dollars back 
to local families and individuals through 
this program. And across the country, 
more than 350 electric co-ops have an 
Operation Round Up program, and 
together, we’ve raised millions for area 
communities. This shows that small 
donations from electric co-ops like 
ours can collectively make a big impact 
over time.

As a local cooperative, we have a stake 
in our communities. It’s why we support 
local organizations like Trident United 
Way. We hope you will think of Berkeley 
Electric Cooperative as more than your 
energy provider, but also as a catalyst for 
good in the Lowcountry. 

I hope all our members have a joyous 
holiday season. May it be merry and 
bright!

Sincerely,

TO REPORT OUTAGES 

Call: 1-888-253-4232

DISTRICT OFFICES

Hours: 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

AWENDAW

North 7200, US-17
Awendaw, SC 29426
(843) 884-7525
AWMemberRequests@bec.coop

GOOSE CREEK

2 Springhall Road
Goose Creek, SC 29445
(843) 553-5020
GCMemberRequests@bec.coop

JOHNS ISLAND

1135 Main Road
Johns Island, SC 29455
(843) 559-2458
JIMemberRequests@bec.coop

MONCKS CORNER

1732 US-52 West
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
(843) 761-8200/(843) 825-3383
MCMemberRequests@bec.coop

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Robert Vandross, District 1
Sheila Powell, District 2
Wayne DeWitt, District 3
Sam Gourdine, District 4
Vacant, District 5
Willis Sanders, District 6
Connie P. Shuler, District 7
Harry A. Brunson, District 8
Henry H. Chavis, Sr., District 9

PRESIDENT & CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Mike Fuller

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL:

 @BerkeleyElectricCooperative

@BerkeleyElectr3

@berkeleyelectriccoop

@BerkeleyElectricCooperative

@BerkeleyElectricCooperative

MIKE FULLER

President & CEO
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Congrats photogs!
THE RESULTS ARE IN! We had another great year with 
hundreds of photos being submitted by more than 130 
members! As always, it was tough selecting the winners but 
the following photographers will receive $100 for each one of 
their winning entries.

 X Cindy Robinson, Goose Creek
 X David Emch, Joseph McTavish, Peter Fontneau, Mt. Pleasant
 X Jescya Stewart, Joseph Dress, Moncks Corner
 X John Homer, Valerie Cegelka, Summerville
 X Larissa Lord, Awendaw
 XMichael Butrovich, Sarah Snydacker, Johns Island
 X Natalie Chapman, Wadmalaw Island

Bright Ideas grants awarded
BERKELEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE announced nearly $10,000 
in classroom grants to local teachers as part of its Bright Ideas 
program. The program supports innovative and effective 
classroom education curriculum that cannot be covered by 
traditional school financing. Individual teachers can apply for 
grants up to $1,000 while teams of teachers are eligible for 
grants up to $1,500. 

All proceeds were raised through the Bright Ideas 5K Run/
Walk, which will be held again this April at Cypress Gardens in 
Moncks Corner. Be sure to mark your calendar!

This year’s winners include:
 X  Jacqueline Boston, Hanahan Elementary School, 
Elementary School Garden
 X  Cassandra Cowdrey, Moncks Corner Elementary School, 
Making a Scene 
 X  Kate Williams, Charleston Collegiate School, Thinking 
Outside the Flock
 X  Allison Fender, Cape Romain Environmental Education 
Charter School, SPED Chromebooks
 X  Shannon Hopkins, Cane Bay High School, Marine Life 
Environmental Awareness thru Ceramic Arts
 X  Jessica Sanders, Sangaree Middle School, Student 
Engagement in a Post-COVID World

Teachers in public and private schools, K-12 in Berkeley 
Electric Cooperative’s service area are eligible to participate. 
Grants are awarded for projects in any discipline and are 
intended to help teachers within Berkeley Electric Cooperative’s 
service area produce a better-educated workforce. The grants 
are designed to help teachers introduce innovative teaching 
methods. Berkeley Electric has awarded nearly $80,000 in 
grants directly to area teachers over the last seven years.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES

The offices of Berkeley Electric 
Cooperative will be closed for the 
following dates:

THANKSGIVING
Thursday & Friday, Nov. 24 & 25

CHRISTMAS
Friday & Monday, Dec. 23 & 26

Warm wishes from our families to yours!

Spirits will be bright as we give away a different 
prize package worth hundreds of dollars daily from 

Dec. 1–12th
Join us on our Facebook page at

facebook.com/BerkeleyElectricCooperative 

Contest
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BERKELEY AT-A-GLANCE JULY 2021 JULY 2022
Total kWh sold 371,524,588 439,940,853

No. meters served 113,778 119,645

Avg. residential kWh/meter 1,423 1,692

Avg. residential bill/meter $187.78 $223.58

Miles of line 6057 6173

Avg. daily high temperature 89 90

Avg. daily low temperature 73 75

WILLIS SANDERS

Trustee, District 6

We had a 
bright idea!
ONE OF THE THINGS that I enjoy most about being a 
board member is the opportunity to visit with our 
members. It gives me the chance to hear what the 
cooperative can do to help make their lives a little 
better. It also gives me a chance to share what I 
am passionate about and to let them know about 
ways in which the cooperative is already working to 
make our communities a better place to live.

For those of you who already know me or that 
I have had a chance to meet, you probably know 
that I am a lifelong educator. But you may not 
know that one of my other passions is art, so I truly 
value creativity in all its forms. That's why one of 
my favorite programs that Berkeley Electric offers is 
Bright Ideas. 

I recently had the privilege of being on-hand 
during the awards banquet for this year's winners. 
For those not familiar with the program, Bright 
Ideas provides grants to local teachers so they can 
implement new and creative teaching tools in their 
classrooms to help engage students. Through the 
Bright Ideas program, Berkeley Electric has awarded 
nearly $70,000 to area teachers for projects ranging 
from virtual reality goggles to explore the ocean floor 
to building a coop to learn about and raise chickens.

The program is open to teachers in both public 
and private schools in grades K-12 that are located 
in the cooperative's service territory. Grants are 
awarded for projects in any discipline and are 
intended to help teachers within Berkeley Electric 
Cooperative’s service area produce a better-educated 
workforce. The grants are designed to help teachers 
introduce innovative teaching methods for projects 
that aren't covered by traditional funding methods. 

You may wonder why I am writing about this 
program when we have already awarded the 
money for this year. The answer is that we need 
your help to make the program grow! Each year, 
we have between six to nine teachers that submit 
grants and we award around $10,000 in grants. 
That number of applications fit the funding that 
we used to raise through our previous fund-raising 
methods. But that all changed last year when we 
introduced the inaugural Bright Ideas 5K Run/Walk 
at Cypress Gardens.

We were amazed at the response to the race! 
Not only did we sell out with 300 runners, we also 
raised a record-breaking amount of money to fund 
more Bright Ideas grants than ever before. And 
that's where you come in. We need to make sure 
that every teacher in the Lowcountry not only 
knows about the program but also realizes that the 
grant submission process is straightforward and easy 
to complete.

We are also reviewing the application time 
frame and are considering changing the application 
period to make it easier for teachers to apply and 
ensure that they receive the grant money before the 
start of the new school year. Be sure to check the 
magazine and our social media for updates!

Sincerely, 

The inaugural Bright Ideas 5K/Run Walk raised a record breaking 
amount to help fund innovative classroom projects for local 
teachers. 
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From Conan to cutlery
Knife maker crafts chef’s knives in his St. Stephen shop

BY JOSH. P. CROTZER

IN THE FIRST FEW MOMENTS of the 
classic fantasy movie Conan the 
Barbarian, an orange and yellow glow 
of molten steel and fire emerges from 
blackness, taking the shape of the iconic 
Atlantean sword as it is forged and cast.

It’s a scene well-known among 
fans of the genre and one that had a 
profound impact on a young Quintin 
Middleton. Inspired by those ancient 
blacksmiths that created the blade as 
much as the hulking hero that wielded it, 
Middleton—without the benefit of metal-
melting heat—began making his own 
swords in his boyhood backyard. 

“A light bulb went on off in my head, 
I wanted to do that,” recalls Middleton. 
“I was drawn to that adventure mindset. 
I would use any metal I could find, take 

the tubing off our swing 
set and then use a cinder 
block or my dad’s claw 
hammer and flatten it 
into a sword or a dagger.”

So begins the origin 
story of a knife artisan 
and his brand, Middleton 
Made Knives. Today, from his humble 
backyard shop at his St. Stephen 
residence, the Berkeley Electric member 
creates Damascus steel knives and cleavers 
that are both functional and “sexy.” He 
has custom-made cutlery for some of the 
South’s top chefs and his craftsmanship 
has been featured in Garden & Gun, The 
Splendid Table, Ebony and Gear Patrol. 

Middleton’s story arc is much like 
that of a fantasy adventure hero. He was 
discovered and mentored by a master and 

responded to a vision in a dream before 
making a critical, life-altering decision.

As a teen, Middleton worked at 
Outman Knife and Cigars, a small store 
in North Charleston’s Northwood Mall 
that sold katanas and other fantasy 
swords, along with various knives and 
cigars. It was there that he encountered 
master bladesmith Jason Knight, a fellow 
Lowcountry native who has since gained 
fame from his stint as a judge on the 
History Channel show Forged in Fire.

Quintin Middleton blends artistry with functionality in his shop in St. Stephen. 
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“By the grace of God I found that 
store, they hired me and Jason came 
in,” says Middleton, who would glean 
all he could from Knight, serving as his 
apprentice while making mostly outdoor 
knives. “He taught me the way he was 
taught and allowed me to make mistakes. 
I learned a lot from him.”

According to Middleton, who is also 
an ordained minister, it was God that 
also directed the next act. In a dream, 
Middleton says he was called to make 
chef’s knives. Again, he was left to learn 
from his mistakes.

“The Holy Spirit didn’t tell me how 
to go about it,” he says. “Just to go and 
do it, like someone pointing a finger and 
saying, ‘Go this way.’ But I still had to do 
the work.”

Middleton took advantage of 
his proximity to Charleston and its 
booming culinary scene. He cold-called 
top chefs in the city, hoping one of 
them would use his knives. Only one 
responded (after a second call from 
Middleton), Craig Deihl, the executive 

chef of Cyprus and Artisan Meat Share 
in Charleston. The feedback from Deihl 
and his chefs was honest and sharp. 
Middleton’s knife was heavy, clunky, 
and not what a professional chef 
would use.

“He would give me input of what 
he and his staff would want,” explains 
Middleton. “I would make new knives 
and bring them back to them. We built 
this relationship and over time he told 
his friends, and they told theirs and it 
snowballed.”

Middleton had also come to a 
crossroads in his personal life. He and 
his wife Kendra’s second child had just 
been born and the salary from his job 
with the Town of St. Stephen barely 
covered childcare costs. So, he and his 
wife decided that he would stay home to 
care for their two sons and fully pursue a 
career as a knife maker.

“It was a difficult decision and, 
honestly, I had to swallow some pride,” 
says Middleton, who still gets emotional 
when talking about that. “But she told 

me she believed in me and believed in 
what I could do.”

It was at that time that Middleton’s 
craftsmanship and artistry were beginning 
to be recognized. The increased word of 
mouth and social media led to increased 
press coverage, which led to a viable, 
growing small business.

It also allowed Middleton to pursue a 
new creative project, the Ona. Launched 
on Kickstarter in 2021, the Ona is a step 
back into Middleton’s roots of making 
outdoor knives. It’s a foldable, multi-
purpose chef’s knife, meant to be easy 
and convenient for traveling. Middleton 
also launched what he calls his Echo 
series, a set of kitchen cutlery.

Eventually, however, Middleton wants 
to make something bigger than even 
the Atlantean.

“The idea day one is to employ 
people from my community,” he says. 
“I want to breathe life back into that 
American dream.”

 Find out more about Middleton and 
his knives at middletonmadeknives.com.
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“ The Holy Spirit 

didn’t tell me how 

to go about it ... 

Just to go and do 

it, like someone 

pointing a finger 

and saying, 

‘Go this way.’ 

But I still had to 

do the work.”

 SCLIVING.COOP | NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 |  SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING 12C



HOLIDAY IN 
THE PARK

NOV. 25 & 26 ONLY

Old Santee Canal Park

Santa • Crafts
Marshmallow Pits & Food

CelebrateTheSeason.org

BERKELEY ELECTRIC 
COO PE R ATIVE
Presenting Sponsor

Sponsored by Home Telecom, Southard Bros. Construction, Inc. 
and Berkeley County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 

and organized by Santee Cooper.

Brightening up the community 
                      for more than 10 years.

Tinsel Trot |  NOV. 18 & 19

Holiday Lights Driving Tour 
NOV. 25 - DEC. 30 | Closed Dec. 24 & 25

Holiday Fairs
Hosted by the Town of Moncks Corner

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
DEC. 2 - DEC. 17  |  6–9 P.M.
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